
 

Wednesday, August 4, 2021   
10:00am – 5:00pm ET 

9:00 – 9:30  VISIT WITH EXHIBITORS 

9:30 – 10:00 Sponsor Breakfast - Natera 

PLENARY SESSIONS  

10:00 – 10:05 Welcome   
Gail Stendahl DNP, CPNP-PC/AC, CCTC 
NATCO President 

10:05 - 10:15 Top Abstract & Case Study Awards/1st, 2nd, 3rd Place Poster Presentations 
Gail Stendahl, DNP, CPNP-PC/AC, CCTC 
NATCO President 

10:15 – 10:30 Connect to Purpose 
Greg Quinn, VP of Sales 
CareDx 
Moderator: Gail Stendahl, DNP, CPNP-PC/AC, CCTC 
NATCO President 

10:30 – 11:15 Leading at the Speed of Trust 
Stephen M.R. Covey 
Co-founder and Global Practice Leader 
Franklin Covey’s Speed of Trust Practice 
Moderator: Donna Dickt, NATCO Executive Director 

11:15– 12:00 UNOS Update 

Matthew Cooper, MD  
Medstar Georgetown Transplant Institute 
UNOS Vice President 
Moderator: Stacee Lerret, PhD, RN, CPNP-AC/PC, CCTC, FAAN  

12:00 – 12:15 15 Minute Exhibitor Presentation – Buckeye Transplant Services 

 Coffee Break Sponsored by Organ Recovery Systems 

12:15 – 12:30 BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS 

12:30 – 1:15 AOPO: The Journey to 50,000K 
Steve Miller, AOPO Executive Director 
Jan Finn, AOPO President 
President/Chief Executive Officer Midwest Donor Network 
Moderator: Karan Collins, MS 

1:15 – 2:00 Opioid Epidemic and the Impact of COVID 19  
Julia Pearson, MD 
Hillsborough County Medical Examiner Department 
Moderator: Teresa Bueno, DNP, MBA, MSN, APRN, FNP-C, CCTC, FHFSA, CHFN 

2:00 – 2:45 QAPI – Combined Transplant and OPO 
Marian O’Rourke, RN, BSN, CCTC 
Miami Transplant Institute, Jackson Memorial Hospital 
Kasper Statz, MPA 
Quality Systems Manager, OurLegacy 
Moderator: Teresa Bueno, DNP, MBA, MSN, APRN, FNP-C, CCTC, FHFSA, CHFN 



 

2:45– 3:00 15 Minute Exhibitor Presentation -Donate Life America  

3:00 – 3:15 BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS 

3:15 – 4:00 DCD Heart: Where are we Now     
Scott Silvestry, MD 
AdventHealth Orlando Transplant Institute 
Moderator: Kasper Statz, MPA 

4:00 – 4:45 LiveOnNY’s COVID Experience: Living Our Mission by Serving Our Own Well-Being 
Karen Gans, BSN, RN, CPTC 
Laura Harder, MA, Psychology 
LiveOnNY  
Moderator: Wendy Garrison, Rn, BSN, CPTC 

4:45 – 5:00 Closing 
Gail Stendahl, DNP, CPNP-PC/AC, CCTC     NATCO President 

Thursday, August 5, 2021 
10:00am – 5:00pm ET 

  9:00 – 9:30 VISIT WITH EXHIBITORS 

9:30 – 10:00 Sponsor Breakfast – Transplant Connect 

PLENARY SESSIONS  

10:00 – 10:45 Transplant Surgeon Becomes Transplant Patient: HepC Heart Transplant 
Dr. Robert Montgomery 
Director of the NYU Langone Transplant Institute 
Moderator: M. Gary Guiste, CPTC 

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS 

Procurement  Hospital Engagement  Thoracic Transplant  Special Interest  

Moderators 
Wendy Garrison, RN, 

BSN, CPTC 
Karan Collins, MS 

 
Scott Koonce, MSN, RN, 

CCTC 
Kasper Statz, MPA 

10:45 – 11:15 The Value of a Pediatric 
Blood Draw Guideline for 
Organ Procurement 
Megan McClenny, RN, 
BSN, CPTC  
UTOP-DonorConnect 
S. Adil Husain, MD 
Primary Children Hospital 

Referral Surveillance and 
Rapid Follow-up During 
COVID-19 Leads to 
Improved Donation 
Outcomes at a Large 
Hospital Network 
Maria W. Bleil, BS, MPH 
Gift of Life Donor Program 

Update on Short-Term 
Mechanical Circulatory 
Support 
Iani Patsias, MD 
Memorial Transplant 
Institute  

Putting the FUN in 
FUNctional Status: A 
Team Effort 
Olivia Moss, MS, RD, CCTD 
UC Davis Health 
Golnaz Friedman, RD, 
CCTD 
UC Davis Health 

11:15– 11:45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Successful Lung Donation 
Despite a Known Recent 
COVID Exposure with 
Symptoms and Difficult 
Lung Anatomy 
Discovered During 
Recovery 
Jocelyn Berg RN, BSN, 
CPTC 
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 

Enlisting Hospital 
Leadership and Quality 
Safety Department 
Improves Timely 
Notification and Planned 
Approaches and Bolsters 
Donation Outcomes 
Karen M. Bronchella, 
MT(ASCP), MBA  
Gift of Life Donor Program 
Christopher Schimpf, RN 
Gift of Life Donor Program 

‘New’ Donor Heart 
Allocation System: The 
More Things Change, The 
More They Stay the Same 

Priyanka Gosain, MD 
Memorial Transplant 
Institute 

  

Breakthrough Therapies 
for Severe  
Liver Diseases:  A 
Lifesaving Endeavor 
Gina Dunne Smith 
IIAM 
Dr. Nancy Shulman, VP, 
Translational Medicine 
Ambys Medicines 



 

11:45 – 12:15 Exhaustive Testing and 
Allocation Efforts Result 
in Three Lives Saved 
Despite Donor COVID-19 
Risk Factors 
Jennifer Timar RN, BSN, 
CPTC 
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 

Hospital Development 
Strategy for Adapting and 
Increasing Hospital 
Engagement in 
Community Hospitals 
During the COVID-19 
Pandemic Yields 21% 
Increase in Organ 
Donation 
Joseph Paparo, BS, CTBS  
Gift of Life Donor Program 

Covid-19 in Lung 
Transplant Recipients 
Molly Czarnecki, AGACNP-
BC 
University of Virginia 

Reaching Out and Over 
the State to Break Down 
Barriers with Transplant 
Outreach 
Michelle Dawn Meyer BSN, 
RN, CCTC 
Michigan Medicine 

12:15 – 12:30 15 Minute Exhibitor Presentation – American Board Transplant Certification  

12:30 – 12:45 BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS 

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS 

Procurement  Family Authorization  Abdominal Transplant  Special Interest  

Moderators M. Gary Guiste, CPTC 
Kim Robuck, Hospital 
Development Manage 

Anita Sites, MSN, RN, AG-
ACNP-BC, CCTC  

Jennifer Reese, RN, MSN, 
NP-C 

12:45 – 1:15 Re-Transplantation of a 
Kidney following Brain 
Death of Recipient Leads 
to Honoring the Wishes 
of Two Families  
Alexandria DeRitis, RN, 
BSN, CPTC  
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 

Dual Roles: An Innovative 
HD & Family Care 
Approach 
Cassandra Collins, MSW, 
LISW 
Iowa Donor Network 
Tory Neal, RN, BSN, MHA, 
Paramedic, CPTC 
Iowa Donor Network 

Contraception and 
Pregnancy after 
Abdominal Organ 
Transplant 
Lisa A. Coscia, RN, BSN, 
CCTC 
Gift of Life Institute 

The National Donate Life 
Living Donor Registry 
Jennifer Milton, BSN, MBA 
University Transplant 
Center 
David Fleming, 
CEO/President 
Donate Life America 

 
1:15 – 1:45 The Most Unlikely 

Candidate 
Lauren Nicks, BSN, RN  
Iowa Donor Network 
Brie Davis, BSN, RN 
Iowa Donor Network 

Expanding Donation 
Conversations: Is there a 
ripple effect? 
Sarah Oland, LMSW 
Midwest Transplant 
Network 

Kidney Transplant 
Conversations: A New 
Podcast Series Focusing 
on the Intersection of 
Kidney Transplantation 
and Health Equity 
Brian Turner, Director of 
Marketing 
Veloxis  
Rolf Taylor, Executive 
Director, Project Advocacy 
Veloxis 

Staying On Top of CMS 
Outcome Metrics 
Kasper Statz, MPA 
Quality Systems Manager 
OurLegacy 

1:45 – 2:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Multiple Co-Morbidities, 
CRRT, Vegetation on the 
Tricuspid Valve and an 
Extended Downtime 
Leads to Heart and 
Kidney Transplantation 
Karlie Holzman, CPTC 
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 

Supporting a Donor 
Family in Making an 
Enduring Donation 
Decision: Working 
Through End-of-Life Care 
Conversations During 
COVID-19 and Visitation 
Restrictions Leading to 
Mistrust of the Healthcare 
Team 
Alexandria DeRitis, RN, 
BSN, CPTC 
Gift of Life Donor Program 

A Case Study in Post 
Pancreas Transplant 
Complications 
Lauren M. Linton, MSN, 
RN, PCCN, CCTN 
University of Virginia 

Health System 

The Transplant Huddle: 
Organized 
Communication Improves 
Patient Safety 
Matthew Regan, RN, BSN, 
CCTC 
New York Presbyterian 
Columbia University 

 



 

 

 

2:15 – 2:45 The Utilization of 
Specialty Consults and 
Imaging: Transplantation 
on a Complex Intra-
Abdominal Infectious 
Disease Case 
Diane Ray, CPTC 
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 

Determining the Root 
Cause of Rescinded 
Authorizations 
Wendy Garrison 
Lifesharing San Diego 

Post Transplant 
Management of the 
Kidney Transplant 
Recipient 
Dr. Heather Anne 
LaGuardia, Transplant 
Nephrologist 
Memorial Transplant 
Institute 
 
 

Navigating the TIEDI 
"Data Lock" 
Sarah E. Taranto, 
Transplant Analytics 
Service Line Leader 
UNOS 
Colleen O’Donnell Flores, 
Director of Regulatory 
Affairs 
Northwell Health 

2:45 – 3:00 15 Minute Exhibitor Presentation -eHealth Technologies  

3:00 – 3:15 BREAK WITH EXHIBITORS 

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS 

Procurement  Hospital Engagement  Transplant Plenary  Special Interest 

 

Moderators 
Lindsey Smith, RN, BSN, 

CPTC 
Sunne Reif, Donation 

Consultant 

Teresa Bueno, DNP, MBA, 
MSN, APRN, FNP-C, CCTC, 
FHFSA, CHFN 

Audra Hutton Lopez 
MSN, RN, APRN, CNS 

 
3:15 – 3:45 Creation of a Donation 

after Circulatory Death 
(DCD) Resource Leads to 
Effective Collaboration 
Between the OPO and a 
Multi-Disciplinary 
Healthcare Team 
Resulting in 
Collaboration, Trust, and 
Improved Family and 
Patient Support 
Victoria Burns, RN, CPTC 
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 

Hypothermia Protocol as 
a Clinical Trigger for 
Organ Referral 
Lisa Palmer BA  
Gift of Hope Organ & 
Tissue Donor Network 
Chrissie Wasiele, RN BSN 

BPH CCRN TNCC 

AMITA Health St. Alexius 
Medical Center 

 

 

Updates in 
Immunosuppression 
Dr. Simon Leung, Pharm, 
D, BCPS 
Memorial Transplant 
Institute 
 
Treatment of Antibody 
Mediated Rejection 
Brittany Carlson, Pharm, 
D 
Memorial Transplant 
Institute 

The Psychological 
Evaluation of the 
Transplant Candidate 
Dr. Ivy Rouder, Clinical 
Psychologist 
Memorial Healthcare 
System 
 

3:45 – 4:15 A Case Study: Pushing 
the age limits for 
patients meeting 
donation after 
circulatory death criteria. 
Elizabeth Peatee, MSBS, 
CPTC 
Gift of Life Michigan 
Abigail Soor, MSBS, CPTC 
Gift of Life Michigan 

Self-Guided Virtual In-
Servicing: Engaging 
Hospital Partners to 
Maintain Organ Referrals 
During the COVID-19 
Pandemic 
Joseph Paparo, BS, CTBS 
Gift of Life Donor Program 
 

Far From Home: 
Supporting the 
Psychosocial Needs of 
Out-of-State Transplant 
Families 
Talia Giordano, LCSW 
Gift of Life Family House 
 

Professional 
Development of the 
Transplant Coordinator 
Brigette Bednar, BSN, 
RN, CCTC 
Miami Transplant 
Institute 

 

4:15 – 4:45 UNOS: Looking towards the future 
Matthew Cooper, MD  
Medstar Georgetown Transplant Institute 
UNOS Vice President 
Moderator: Stacee Lerret, PhD, RN, CPNP-AC/PC, CCTC, FAAN  

4:45 – 4:55 Incoming President Address 
Wendy Garrison, RN, BSN, CPTC 

NATCO President 

4:55 – 5:00 Closing 


